

 November 19, 2014

Lesson Plan
Grade/Subject: Google Grade. 1 Unit: Researching a Subject    Lesson Duration: 30 Minutes
	OUTCOMES FROM ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES 


	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	ASSESSMENTS

(Observations, Key Questions, Written Assessments, Performance Assessments)

	Students will access, use and

communicate information from a

variety of technologies.
1.1 access and retrieve appropriate information from

electronic sources for a specific inquiry

1.2 process information from more than one source to retell

what has been discovered
	Students will determine what information they want to discover about the subject of “cheetahs.”


	· What do we already know about cheetahs?


· What do we want to learn about cheetahs?

Students will draw what they already know about cheetahs.

	Students will use technology to

investigate and/or solve

problems.
1.1 identify a problem within a defined context

1.3 use technology to support and present conclusions
	Students will use technology to learn more about the subject of “cheetahs” and present what conclusions they come to.
	· How are we going to use technology to find out more about cheetahs?

	LEARNING RESOURCES CONSULTED

	Resource #1:  Alberta Program of Studies
Resource #2: http://www.animalfactguide.com/animal-facts/cheetah/
Resource #3: http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/animals/cheetah.html

	MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT

	*   SMART Notebook 
*   Pencil crayons 

	PROCEDURE

	Introduction (10 min.):

	Hook/Attention Grabber: SMART Notebook file with a picture of a cheetah on it. Cheetah Online Jigsaw Puzzle to introduce the topic. Have students put it together to see what we will be learning.
Assessment of Prior Knowledge: Ask students what they already know about cheetahs? (What do they look like? What do they eat? Where do they live...) Brainstorm ideas on the board with the students.
Expectations for Learning and Behavior: Students will listen when others are talking and will raise their hands if they have an idea to share.
Advance Organizer/Agenda: Today we are going to talk about what we already know about cheetahs and take a look at some cheetahs in action.
Transition to Body: Let’s come up with some things we want to know about cheetahs. It can be things that we already know a little about and just want to learn more. (Example: We know that we don’t have cheetahs here in Canada, and we talked about how we knew they lived in Africa, but where exactly in Africa…)

	Body (25 min.):

	Learning Activity #1: Brainstorm on the board 6-8 things we want to learn about Cheetahs. 

Think-Pair-Share:

Have students spend a minute without talking to think individually about something they want to learn. Then students will discuss with the person beside them. As a group we will then come together and ask for ideas of what we want to learn. Write the ideas on the board.
Assessments/Differentiation:
Observe student discussions and student ideas.
Learning Activity #2: Hand out page for students to draw what they already know about cheetahs. Tell students that we will be coming back to these pages at the end of our cheetah study to draw what we have learned and how they are different. If students are unsure about something to draw tell them to do the best they can with what they know, even if it is by making an educated guess. 
Assessments/Differentiation:
Collect the student drawings to get an idea of what students already know about cheetahs. If students want to write down their ideas they have that option as well.

	Closure (5 min.):

	Consolidation/Assessment of Learning: Observe students while they are making their cheetah drawings. Ask students to explain to me and/or the class why they are drawing what they are drawing based on what they already know about cheetahs.
Feedback From Students: Collect cheetah drawings to gather how much students already know about cheetahs. 
Feedback To Students: These are the 6-8 things we will be learning about cheetahs in the next couple weeks.
Transition To Next Lesson: Next lesson we will be using the computer to answer the questions about cheetahs that we came up with in class today. If any of you have some free time at home and want look into cheetahs by “googling” on their own time to come up with information to share with the class that would be awesome!



Reflection from lesson:

I really enjoy teaching this class, because both the curriculum and my TA have given me a lot of freedom to take it in whatever direction I choose. The challenge with this class is that since I only see them once a week I don’t have that connection that my TA told me would be important to form with the students. I have found that having the students know a little about me and knowing a little about them, especially names is very helpful with classroom management. I think the biggest weakness with this lesson was keeping the class quiet and listening, they were all very excited about the material, but not always attentive to the person that was talking. Things that worked really well with this lesson were the jigsaw puzzle on the SMART board to introduce the topic and the Think-Pair-Share brainstorming activity. I was surprised at this, because going into the lesson these were the two activities that I thought were the ones that maybe wouldn’t go over so well. The puzzle to introduce the topic had the students all really excited about it and by having the students group up to brainstorm we gathered a lot of different ideas. I thought with them being grade one’s they might get a little too easily distracted by having the opportunity to talk freely in a group, but I was impressed with their whispering and good ideas. This lesson did make me realize that having a system to call on students would be helpful to make sure that I am getting to hear everyone’s input and to keep the students on their ready. Being with the class for such a short period of time makes me wonder if it would be realistic to try, but I think it would be really effective. 
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