

 November 26, 2014

Lesson Plan
Grade/Subject: Google Grade. 1 Unit: Researching a Subject    Lesson Duration: 30 Minutes
	OUTCOMES FROM ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES 


	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	ASSESSMENTS

(Observations, Key Questions, Written Assessments, Performance Assessments)

	Students will access, use and

communicate information from a

variety of technologies.
1.1 access and retrieve appropriate information from

electronic sources for a specific inquiry

1.2 process information from more than one source to retell

what has been discovered
	Students will determine what information they want to discover about the subject of “cheetahs.”


	· What do we already know about cheetahs?


· What do we want to learn about cheetahs?

Students will draw what they already know about cheetahs.

	Students will use technology to

investigate and/or solve

problems.
1.1 identify a problem within a defined context

1.3 use technology to support and present conclusions
	Students will use technology to learn more about the subject of “cheetahs” and present what conclusions they come to.
	· How are we going to use technology to find out more about cheetahs?

	LEARNING RESOURCES CONSULTED

	Resource #1:  Alberta Program of Studies
Resource #2: http://www.animalfactguide.com/animal-facts/cheetah/
Resource #3: http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/animals/cheetah.html

	MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT

	*   SMART Notebook 
*   Pencil crayons 

	PROCEDURE

	Introduction (5 min.):

	Hook/Attention Grabber: SMART Notebook file with a picture of a cheetah on it. Did anyone do any googling on their own time?
Assessment of Prior Knowledge: Last class we put together the puzzle of our topic about cheetahs and brainstormed 5 things we wanted to learn about.
1) How do they run fast?

2) Why do they run fast?

3) How do their spots grow?

4) What do they eat?

5) What sound do they make?
Expectations for Learning and Behavior: Students will listen when others are talking and will raise their hands if they have an idea to share.
Advance Organizer/Agenda: Today we are going to take a look at some cheetahs in action to try to figure out how/ why they run so fast and focus on their spots.
Transition to Body: Let’s watch this video that came up when I “googled” cheetahs and see if we can find out information on why/ how they run so fast.

	Body (20 min.):

	Learning Activity #1: Watch Zaboomafoo video on YouTube about cheetahs. (5 Minutes) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Nd1izuf2yE
Think-Pair-Share:

Have students spend a minute without talking to think individually about something they learned from the video. Then students will discuss with the person beside them. As a group we will then come together and ask for ideas of what we learned about cheetah running. Write the ideas on the board.
Assessments/Differentiation:
Observe student discussions and student ideas.
Learning Activity #2: Show a picture of a cheetah to the students. Discuss with students the spots and coloring on the cheetahs. Tell students that cheetahs are one of the few “big cats” to be born with their future coloring (their spots). 

Show life-size cheetah drawing and have students play pin the spots on the cheetah, because there’s no such thing as an un-spotted cheetah. 

 Have students color in their own cheetah cut-outs according to what they learn about the appearance of cheetahs. 
Assessments/Differentiation:
Collect the student drawings to get an idea of what students already know about cheetahs. If students want to write down their ideas they have that option as well.

	Closure (5 min.):

	Consolidation/Assessment of Learning: Observe students while they are making their cheetah drawings. Ask students to explain to me and/or the class why they are drawing what they are drawing based on what they already know about cheetahs.
Feedback From Students: Collect cheetah drawings to gather how much students already know about cheetahs. 
Feedback To Students: Today we looked at a video to learn more about why/how cheetah’s run so fast and we talked about how cheetahs grow their spots.
Transition To Next Lesson: Next lesson we will be using the computer to answer the questions about cheetahs that we came up with in class today. If any of you have some free time at home and want look into cheetahs by “googling” on their own time to come up with information to share with the class that would be awesome!


Reflection from lesson:


In this lesson the students were all really engaged and excited, because they love to learn about cheetahs. This of course meant the energy level was really high and since I don’t really know the students in this group that well and they don’t know me, it was difficult to keep the noise down. It would be helpful if I knew their names to get their attention. I had to make do with generalized means to get their attention, which seemed to work okay. I think if I were to teach this lesson again I would try to anticipate that the energy level would get high in the type of activity we were doing (in this case “pins the spots on the cheetah”) and try to layout the expectations beforehand. Simply telling the class that even though it might get exciting at times we still are not allowed to scream may have helped the students understand how to behave. 


I didn’t quite make it to the closure and if I were to teach this lesson again I would pay a little more attention the time to fit one in the very last couple minutes.  A quick review would have been really easy to fit in and would have tied everything together really nicely. A thumbs-up and thumbs-down would have worked well with this group, just to ask some key questions about cheetahs that we learned during the lesson.
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